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A whimsy of colorful family members keeping 

each other from near disaster and headed for 

love, a fast-paced distraction of a mountain town 

kidnapping and attempted rescue, a driven retired 

Naval officer ‘making things right’ wherever she 

sees the need for practical mercy and justice, 

a mysterious and understated antiquarian 

bookstore owner with the key to a customer’s 

secret heritage. And more. 

This collection of stories is an escape from the 

stresses of life, while also reminding us of those 

lessons we learned as children from the fables of 

old.
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Andrea Susan Valentine Gelfuso Goetz

My Modena
A Year of Fear, Laughter, and 
Exhileration in Italy
More than just a funny story, we all want something real, 

and really funny. 

Something that brings us along for the ride and gives us the 

belly laugh we’ve all but forgotten was even possible in our 

lives.

What if the answer to those all-but-forgotten belly laughs 

came from a Coloradan’s adventure of moving her entire 

family of four to Italy for one year? What could possibly go 

wrong? 

Everything!

Joining her on this comical journey will transport the reader, 

if only for a while, to a place and time away from the troubles 

and strife of the day.

Sometimes we all just need a break. My Modena offers that 

break in a hilarious true story of one woman’s attempt to 

do the simplest of things in a foreign country with hilarious 

results.
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